
Date:    April 25, 2008 

 

Dear Federal Communications Commission, 

The FCC has requested comments In regard to its proposed MB Docket #04-233.  This 
proposal would greatly affect important local radio programming in our area.  We oppose this 
document for the following reasons: 

First, this docket proposes the establishment of community advisory boards that would provide 
programming advice requiring incorporation into our local station’s programming.  Our local 
radio station proudly broadcasts a Christian message across its airwaves.  Requiring 
programming input from a panel that doesn’t necessarily have this same belief would 
compromise the right to the free exercise of religion protected by the First Amendement. 

Second, this docket identifies a programming reporting requirement to the FCC every three 
months.  This reporting must relate how the interests of a variety of local residents have been 
represented.  Also, this docket provides for a reservation of airtime to any group that requests it.  
If implemented, these two items would require a compromise in the message from our local 
Christian radio station.  Christian radio operates as a combination of pulpit and mission.  The 
government cannot force messages from any pulpit, nor insist that missionaries reflect 
messages contrary to their viewpoints.  This again compromises the right to the free exercise of 
religion protected by the First Amendement. 

Lastly, this docket proposes the elimination of labor saving techniques such as the operation of 
radio stations, temporarily, without an employee present on the premises and the service to 
many locals from a single location.  Requiring staffing at stations around the clock and the 
requirement of additional facilities would greatly increase operation costs.  I would expect that 
any budget increase would be detrimental to all radio stations, secular and Christian alike.  
However, Christian radio has had an enormous struggle in obtaining funding that allows it to 
operate under the rules as they currently exist, let alone with the impact of costs that would 
result from the proposals by the FCC. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the FCC proposed MB Docket #04-233.  We 
strongly oppose this docket and urge the FCC not to implement it in any way, shape or form.  
We wish nothing more than our local Christian radio station to continue to operate in its present 
state, giving a positive influence in our local community. 

Sincerely, 

Andrew & Whitney Christensen 


